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1HASHEM said to Abram, “Go for yaurself from your land, from your relatives, and from

=P your father’'s house to the land thal [ will show you. 2And [ will make of you a great nation;
! will bless you, and make your name great, and you shalil be a blessing. 3! will bless those who
bless you, and hlm who curses you | will curse; and all the families of the earth shall bless

A

Abraham’s destination, saying only to the land that | will
show you, God kept him in suspense and thereby made the
destination more beloved in his eyes, and also enabled him
to be rewarded for every step he took (Rashi).

The Torah expresses Abraham’s test in ascending degrees
of difficulty. It is hard for someone to leave his homeland,
even harder to leave his extended family, and hardest of all

to leave his ts (Ramb
themselves by you.” is parents (Ramban).
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A TEST oF Fartu

God commanded Avraham, “Go away from your land...to the land that talnbiulyl ERC
I will show you” (Bereishis 12:1). The commentators explam that God B
did not tell Avraham where to go; He only told him to start walking.

This seems cruel. Considering, the enormity of the demand Gogd Y2 N2INY Y13, 0 XINA 1b 9% N9 N9 : PAY Y17 IR YITHI 1ND
was making on Avraham, couldn’t He have revealed to him which di- YD MY 53 Y 1Y 1B 1)
rection he should go and how far? -
Rashi explains that God deliberately kept Avraham in the dark “in 5 Yy 49y 93PN N NI L ION 1919 12 N 1PN DN I NN TN e
qrder to heighten his sense of anticipation.” We gift-wrap presents for. VYN MNORN 1Y DIDP WINT (25 nowp) WN PNV 127 M, 2P0 DY
the same reason' — not knowing what the package contains increases AT T1723 S9STIRD NESENRT D95 TSR M ERNEYA MR RN

the recipient’s excitement and intensifies his joy. God wanted to-whe et
Avraharz 's appetite before granting him Eretz]Ylirael NNOWA NOII 19 PN YT A9 N L[ANNIWH PINT MHIIY] PR MDY

There was another reason God did ntot reveal Avraham’s final desti-12’112 YT DX Y298Y ;10 0770 MY DY 1 MY NI N¥IY 2 MR
nation to him: He wanted to test Avraham’s faith. Man’s actions are 72)7¥ XIND 12°0 172N D N2 XY YYTH IR YOI DY DIPH o0
based on intellect. He is constantly makmg choices — between right and
wrong, between good and evil, even whether or not to believe in God.
There is nothing inherently wrong w1th conqdenng both alternatives,
for faith is not a mathematical equatlon By definition, the concept of
faith in God implies that there is room for doubt. If belief in God were as
simple as 2 + 2 = 4, it would not be called “faith” but “knowledge.”
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This was one of the ten tests Avraham underwent; and he passed it
with flying colors W MR D IR KT ANoW WaKn 93 NYMna nbpn KAnT oy T TS

TR Paym . 2na% XY X 2 DX widmd 5130 K XM 227 17 mwpw and X
axIp? K91, aM2Wwha 1 DMK KMpW Hw 7MY 10 ,0MaT Dawnw ) 9
DTSRRI NP KT 12T 1WA Y3 DIRW ML N90ma Dnyab Mwria

— 2NDMA Kaw 1317 M wr

RPN ”

~ 5 G-

v IYY

s




B

qoRIB I

r <197 nemp 93
. r'e

2073 R W2 THW [IRT 713 AXND N
pbom 0 YT WRWD Y
M oY LIeRIn Ay XIM LINDond

X 307NB1 TP WK 07 Yw 1yavn

akon STn Ypn o2 P 9XO]
o v e, owm rmea
Tom DUV DY MAYIw  roIn
NPATI MVIT TN 19 XY 1IPRI IRON
NI BT ¥ °3 L1901 oI 27 D
P33 1D W1 ,7Y WK M a9 Iy
@R _7abm %5 M2 1D DY LT
noon XN et arn nyban
b3 ,7aRp 9277 PRWS PRTID ,DVITURY
bw oI YT PR L0TIVAY CwIph

55 by 0w Ypw mmMDR XM 31 NI

12 1% P RD T 90w L, AT
LRI pIRY X 19770 YT 0 1R

-}

mani .

v ok (RS
" "f@ a

TOW RN IRY BATARY 172N 197 NS NS DAY 2 19" 11 Y
yowR NAT - "0 PIRY IMI2 N7Apn AN XYY :DYL TW NN AR
PIR ROV - 19 WRI NN ANNPY TRY DATIRYI LIPIIY NOYW RNW
,emp‘) yv‘w AWOR N RHY 12112Y) LjYID DY W7 0T IMRIV ROR bmv’

("9R7w7 PIR” DV Y
HRTYWY ,DNYW NN IYID PIRY (nmn N™ IRT ’9) 12N0W 9"YR)
D29290 YB PIRA INWPIW MRENN 28Y 7R AT 20N NMR NNPY DMEN
1YY PIRAY - NORT RDOR 3TN N"IpA 70 NI 1K) .0V DNW? 7Y
- (PWRI2 971 51 YW1 D"UNY) XY NY annb ‘M Xin Y19 151
MO0 MY DRN IRMINY 13 19708V ,02PI0 T2 RANY MIXT 170 IR
u-\‘zv NNRRI AN IR ,DNYID PIR DY NIRNY 181 RY Har um*

(@ uw) ININ TR PN 5N
0"y "vvv: naanb Pk 9" ya
TPOR PN ROW 179 IR ,TOIN RIN IRY YTV DATIR 100 ORY Lv199 IR
RWN 1989 19 NIRT QI 27RDN PIRD YR PIR IR NN IP0NN 100
29N Yyn 7010 72

'*‘X'::pm 12 NRY 770,070 IRV YTIY T0 0T RYY PWIY 19K -~
JONR 12020 NN MPY .AYNaND $1ann DIRND Mnn

TN NYIR A 003 DY 1T oW
9781 T IIIRRY

MO jodie
Opnn 2N ¥ N9 N ON U YYD Sy annd nmnny vy ‘0

IN N NN 09D Y19 N1 NINPN TIT NN HINNY TN OMIAN 7N
22 2Y 19V 2P MY Y, NONIN TIT2 TON NN 120 0IPN0 ¥ XYW INND
LWYTON w903 YY) 1T POINY DY

Lrp 3a ¢

%7 amnn M IRaY R ALY
,"TYP0DY 7Y*0D 95 Yy 10w 1Y

PR 99w 1% 9mR n7apn R 1Rw

Y ar d menn ann RY L7ORWw

n2°%a0 7y _PIRY yanw Ansm Ly :
pOIYD WY Y PRI WO’ 1 XD - ]
% mRY XYW 1D IR LWwnn mspa,
aoban mnwys 7R NSR nwn

o»n ERb) nya°n] ja m

NP INT IR MY MINYHN DTRA AR TDIAY NYWA T PP RYT
(nxna 0 Mvaw DR RIP1 TRV MOV
TWAR N IR YOI RIN IRY DIARY 1 IR DRY uumy’: MM PVWIM
QPR N2VNNYY RIND DIPRY INPIN.YY RN N3YY Mxnn Drpw viay
2 TN ROW PWIY YAR .MINND TWIN M N MNN DYPY MR KON
212 107 19 10RY I3 ,M¥NN KON 12900 OXYY 07190 N3 N3
\NR ‘N 19 IRTIWI T MIZND NV BIAR 7MY P .AYDAY NYIDa Y33 RO
172 ,MY09Y 1Yo 53 5y DY Y NnY A"apn 91 971 Ty mipn
D% mxnn 0rpn RN AYIDD Y3 7YY
NRY)_ 111719 NN2%3 YD NRY 1YW NrDs 1wY AmT 1K)
WD TR P IR MDAV (023910 NR IRY DIWTY URY 98 D771pn
N"apn DX LIRD IPRY DY N0 TITN OWIPI MR 9% ROR ,men
JY0IM AN¥DA AR A2YAN DY NN 0" 222.M1¥03 N7PRR MY 12 o
D3N 171 TN NPYT IND) TYPDS 19 & MNYHI DIV 11311 wen gy 7Y 1WII9T PN 03T N3 AT 5y DPNN MNYM YNNG PIT DMK,
WY TINNAN Y35 TD 1Y TH0W YBUR (15 a0 wan 1 7Y YT DRI NDYY TANY PN MWW PN TN 9" (o ve) AN
2Y 0V WY (D, mnw) 7INIYY NN 1991 2N 1IN 1P NN
DN2DN Y 19V M3 DAPY IND WD 93y (xaan) PUYN 9 NHYNN
TINON NAYY MION 571 AN (NN T XY N9 1901 19) .NDO Y29p NI
27 YN DY 12N 7291 ,N3 DPOW PNV INIY ST DD ,N17 MsH
M2 YTV N ON IWND ,DIIWY DYDY YD 993 1N N e TN NN 7Y YION) 117120 DT 93T 1PN NIN NAY SN PINY WY N

Q2D MDD 2 oY 1DV 1 NND YITHN INY M TN myvoa 93w 19 35 DAY NS 1PINYY INPY M3 N398 HXIY M N9n

D900 mivab ,1PnyoD o¥yl onsy e
DT ANTN0I YAV IR P I PIRM

N\o—~r

2 YT IPN) N DMIANY MY 901 19N YINN Y19 19117 1903




188 / WORLDMASK

_&j ¥

'

( e have a general principle that “S’char mitzva b'hai
alma leika — There is no reward for a mitzva in this

world.” Mitzvos are performed here but their

reward is reserved for the next world. This world is finite, it
bears finite action; the next world is infinite and it expresses
the results of this-worldly actions in infinite terms. A mitzva
here is paid out in equivalent value there, and that
equivalence is infinity.

It is remarkable that almost all of the mitzvos consist of
physical actions — only a very few are performed by thought
or attitude alone. This means that the mitzvos function by
performancé of physical actions which activate effects in the
spiritual realm. The action takes place here; the result occurs
there. There is no reward here because the reward for a
mitzva is the mifzva itself: the reward consists of the effect
brought about by that mitzva which is experienced by the

neshama in the next world; the change, the growth which

takes place in the neshama of the person who performs that

mit%pa is the reward itself.
;Bonding between this world and the next is effected
by _mitzvos; the body performs the mitzva, the neshama

experiences the result; and since this world is the domain of #,

the body and the next is the domain of the neshama, a bridge
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! Let us look more deeply. When the body is engaged in
performing a mitzva, the mind  should be focused

is formed between them.

appropriately - the body must perform its work in
physicality while the mind transcends the physical so that
the result is the translation of material into spiritual. If the
intention of the one performing the mitzva is' ih fact to
perform a_spiritual act, an act of Divine service, then the
physical action is elevated to the level of spirit, and the bond
between material and spiritual has been forged. If, however,
tHe intention is not transcendent at all, the mitzva Jives in
this world only.

3 The rule in the spiritual world is that all things must be
paid in kind: a purely physical action can have only physical
results. An action_propelled into transcendence by that
component of the human which is in fact transcendent, the
mind, can live in the higher world. This is the reason that
kavana, intention, is so important when performing mitzvos;
oneshould be sure to intend that the action of the mitzoa is
being done because it is a mitzva, because Hashem has
commanded this action.

o To be sure, even a mitzva performed with inferior
motives may be valid; if it meets the minimum halachic

-

ﬁ?ecjuirements for that mitzva there will be an eternal effect.
The Mesillas Yesharim states that Hashem pays for even the
most_inferior_mitzvos because “Ha'kadosh Baruch Hu eino
m’kape’ach_s'char kol Jer'ya — The Holy One, Blessed is He,
does not withhold- the reward of any creature.” If a person
performs a mitzva primarily because of some ulterior niotive:
if one gives fzedaka (charity) in order to be admired, for

example, there is no doubt that reward will be paid for that

mitzva if the giver at least partially intended a mitzva.
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a'\rewarded as 71;1tzvos - in the next world? Even one mifzva,
we have learped, is worth mﬁmty, Why then are this
person’s mitzvos different?

But that’is exactly the point: an evil person, by
definition, is one who has no interest in investing in a world
other than this. Such a person lives here and only here. This
world and all that it offers is such a person’s entire
investment. And we have learned that one lives only where
one builds life: if an individual does not build a transcendent
dimension by investing his life in transcendence, then that
dimension does not exist. That person’s mitzvos cannot be
‘more than mere physical actions in the physical dimension;
or to put it more plainly, how can reward be paid to a
individual in a world in which he does not exist? Of course
mitzvos have endless potential; but they must be performed
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with that in mind. When the essence of a person is shrunk to
this-worldly proportlons, the actions of that person shrink

similarly; his actions cannot transcend his essence. When a
erson exchanges infinity for the finite, all of that person’s
expression in action must be finite; no reward can be paid in

_ the higher world he is simply not there. :
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TO THE FAND I SHALL SHOW YOU. Avram received a similar [ ! R
command just as he was about to sacrifice Yitzhak. Ther : ' "

st as hak. e AWM 1PRI MPPAT - SRTY? 0 '
too, the destination was not immediately revealed: “Go to ’ 7By S nTRYRn ATy
wvhone .of [he hills that I shall designate to you" (222) i "m 1.\.\'11‘{73 ]‘7 T)" DNMIIX IJN N MKXNa n‘?nnn 1IN DNNAN '7LU mwa

en, in times of great trial, the Jew has to leave hi ”
g ] ve his . yxn HN” KON 171709 171K DRMAxY 072pn wra K91 IKIR TUK YR OX

~ father’s home or is called on to sacrifice his child in his

Xlove for God, he must know but one sole duty: that of
~X following G i i i W J

/ g od bgnd]y wherever He will lead him. WO 1IN ONIK NTAY UMW 71 N1 TOK Py IV N1 1K P'Nnoa
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Parshas Lech Lecho 5772
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Let us begin our journey with the enlighteni
ghtening _— ; .
comment of the Zohar Chodosh (Midrash HaNe'elam, YO AIPETRITVIP W VIR P90 W IS 7200 30 1 Epen 6,

Lech Lecho 30b) that these pesukim apply to every TWIND NN YIMY - WA INYA3 - PIY 0N 10%Y WA DNNINT9-X 1M
"W NI TWR DIpnn KIXnY NMrnan X ina

neshomeh that descends from the heavenly realm of )
:: I\;/c;:li ::y*:l:; ,nz:(?afntss to this world — to cio}he DN1aN YW ImMYmInTay "3 ,na%s 19705 n"apn 1Y 10K XYW Dyon nn 39\ N
y: 3 PN NUTTR 9K a2 7171 Y1909 571 8D O '7mu= YIXY 129 D1 IN 17K
YN NUTTP 1 PIK DNAN 107 RIw? XN wyb xn Ny xox”

p=;>51-1 T 079U DN 1AW TP INWTTR M R K91 MY 09y X
NK AW XN AMOTTH 1231 137 TUN KN 73K 0NN YIRD DN D0
on phi m RN DX X0 7312 NPIUna T2y 21201 9K YN
vny:un UK wﬂ" N NNIPY N2 790 72 5y HNAXW an "y ahann
72PN YIVIY MY K1n SKIW? YIR Y0 ANWITR YIW AT T *D3maNy
9372 1IN DK TYHIN KXW YR HW MINAD PRW 70T 1IN 0N
i
ourney of the neshomeh from its place on high to :13’1‘717 x:;;zxxu:lw];z;j 1}::( TIETTR. 7 9 W0 7T YU 70 ML
e et bty The nechaineh dllovs cshom's DN DYIYN NNWIN DWW 5N 1KY
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instructions just as Avrom did — entering the body % Sl
that it was commanded to guide and teach. PRIW? 97279 TN 537 Y1771 - DN N0INIW MITP0I WY Iy 1N 33

DXY 1N NMIPON P YW N3N X120 DMB0 - N NI oY Yy M

Hashem's statement to Avrom is elucidated as
Hashem's directive to the neshomeh — this neshomeh
that is to act as a father figure to educate the physical V 3
body. Hashem instructs the neshomeh to leave its
lreavenly abode and to enter a particular body. When
+fhe Torah states that Avrom went, this refers to the

Let us address HKB"H's statement to Avrom and
to all of the neshomos that come into this world:
“IRIN WK VIR K7 -~ to the land that T will

0 DN MIT0IA PV K9K 130 MNDA Y 1309 0INn 91 oy o
T'f:n 1377 778 K17 MWK 170 DK AN 1K1 1PNAR TN 0TNA Taxowl
e F et e re ot 1j1"b_va1 MNW? Y7 WKW 07X 1272 Xoa1.03 179 i1 N MIYI WY
revealing the ultimate destination from the onset? m >
Rashi provides an answer to this question: R WX TN IV 12 WK 8 e P e
qaw 19 nnbY YA TAaRY M1 ) YIRT Y mha &b RS —— 'm:xlm LD SO TOY) 00 MY B 2 [ N
e oy v enden. 1 to him, el 1 _ ;’wn — 75mNuJ 21 070Y9 DINK 1A D112 DY Yy»nnh Ynw
NINTW NPT 7Y NN ,NPWM M0 mEya v

reward him for each and every statement about the g ————
g A K . 1 n N 1" M.' e
land. Rashi’s source is the Midrash (BR. 39, 9) which Y XINW 7'y NUR ¥ B7pRa AT T 10 103 Npim

adds: M2 19 Ha K5 MR PN TR YINRT 5x”
wmyrpmy Y108 b3 by 1aw Y by pawa 1aanh —
to rewdrd him for each and every step he takes toward Sy
the lond. X2 MWUnw nn ivn K91 Py »wnt yand mpn uh v TP NN ;

’
Notw”hstandmgl the Midrash deserves further N1 Np11T1 7272 ONIW? XX N1 12’0 17120 NI7OW DIPR 7PX 1°aK DaRY nbye

explanation. Even had HKB'H revealed the land to
Avrom, he still would have deserved to be rewarded
for each and every step of his journey to an unfamiliar
land. After all, he only undertook this journey, because
he possessed incredible faith in Hashem and because
Hashem commanded him to do so. So, what additional
reward or benefit accrued to Avraham by HKB"H hot
revealing the destination from the get go?
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Bmhe help of the One Who imparts knowledge “Pax many NT7Mmm — leave your heavenly abode,
to mankind, my heart stirred with a wonderful idea. the world of the neshomos -- “INIX MWK VIR IX” —
Hashem's instruction “INIX WX YINT 58" — to- and descend to the physical form that I will designate
the land that T will show you — contains a valuable for you in this world. ]

. message concerning the way to properly serve Hashem. _ Whgneve_rlq‘;ew is uncertain as to which path to
%It is worthwhile for every Jew to review this message take, which course of studies to pursue, or which
N over and over again throughout his life. If we examine @</ business activity to_get involved in, _he must tune in
man's lifelong journey in this world, from the moment of his spiritual hearing to receive Hashem's supernatural
his birth and his very first breath, until his neshomeh voice calling out_to_Avraham_and his_descendants:
departs from his body and returns to HKB"H, we find “INIX WK YINT ON” — whenever you arrive at a

crossroads in life, I will direct you along the correct
\Q ] o path and show you how to.reach the destination where

No human being has a clue what is in store for %au are meant to fulfill your earthly mission.
him_in_this world. Will his journey be smoothr:and :

straightforward or will it be complicated and fEN“ of

] that the entire journey is gshrouded in mystery.

This in fact is the lesson conveyed by the Midrash
(B.R. 53, 14) discussing the possuk regarding Hagar

obstacles? Will the course be steady and even-keel or - (Bereishis 21, 19): WX XAM MY NN S
full of ups and downs? A human befng is incapable of MK = “9P3T AX PWM BN DR NN xonan Pom B
solving this great mystery from the very onset. Where AR PRR n«;;,nw' 1y PO NPRA ban prma
will he be r‘equir‘ed to spend his |if2? What ordeals and Iy NN mp‘m nPD“ RO -ln Loy, I_}’\ Hagar"s
experiences will he have to endure? What mission has_ Xmoment of desperation, the Almighty opened her eyes
HKB"H given him to fulfill in this lifetime? and revealed a well to her; she walked to the well,

filled the flask with water and gave her son to drink.

remember that the key to unraveling these mysteries Rabbi Binyamin states that all people are considered

and uncertainties was already revealed by HKB"H to = to be blind until HKB'H iluminates their eyes. Along
rJAvr‘aham Avinu, the first Jew in the world. Avraham 4 his journey, man may seg}; water or any of his other

Yet, it is essential for all Torah-observant Jews to

——t ) o needs; it is esse»ntial'that he always remembeér HKB"H's
was‘confronted by a world full of idol-worship, he  promise: “INIX WK Y8R YX”. This will insure that
shattered all of the idols in his father Terach's house.. HKB"H will open his eyes and guide him to his intended
and merited to reveal the presence, oneness and ways destination in this world.

of HKB"H in this world. . '
_ o _ _ 3(1 According to the Word of Hashem They Would-
Behold! With HKB"H's very first revelation to Journey According to the Word of Hashem

Avrom, He confronts Avrom with the following They Would Encamp ‘
provocative directive: mam N1 (NG 17 757
"NIR WK PIRT 9N PAX -- 6o for yourself from
your land, from your birthplace, and from your
father's house to the land that I will show you.
With these words, HKB“H provided Avrom with the
secret code to unravel and solve all of life's mysteries
and uncertainties. These four words -- WK YINTT DN,
“IX1X -- to_the land that I will show you — are the

Sadly, though, this is precisely the problem. Due to
our. countless sins, an iron_curtain has been created
separating us from our 6-d. The prophet describes this
situation as follows (Yeshayah 59 2): B2y ox 13”
«gamobx Pab powna mbrtan v — rather, your
transgressions have separated between you and your
6-d. This barrier also separates us from the divine
promise of | “IRIN WK YN YX”- to the land that

¢ keyl In other words, do not imagine that I will reveal . - - -
* — ) . . T will show you. As a consequence, we continue to
to you from the very beginning where you are destined. e et e ;
T — live with the status, chas v'shalom, of those who are
~ to go andwhat ¢ ou will have to overcome. mprfesumably blind, s_ince-we_d,oﬂmi..menii.hauing--HKB"H

"~ These matters are concealed and known only to HKB"H,
King of the Universe, Who knows all of our secrets.

i open our eyes.

Nonetheless, there is a promise from HKB"H Lb
Vinherent in this directive: “INIR MWK YN bR” — to ’ To remedy this unfortunate situation, we must
" the land that I will show you — I will not abandon you reéstablish our relationship with Hashem by performing
on this journey. For, on your own, you will be unable to wholehearted, complete teshuvah for all of our
navigate your proper path in life; you will surely stray, transgressions; thus, we can pulverize the impenetrable
like a lost sheep, not knowing whether to turn right or barrier separating us from Hashem. This will allow us
left. Rest assured that I will be with you every step to pray to Hashem to open our eyes and guide us along
' of the way throughout life’s journey — quiding you in : the proper path, as He promised Avraham Avinu.and all
the right direction, helping you overcome all of the of our neshomos as they descended to this world: 9X”
obstacles in your way — until you arrive at the correct : “CINIR WK \}an— to the land that I will show ydu. X
destination — the destination and purpose for which i ’ Furthermore, this wili guarantee the fulfillment of the
3@% you came down into this(_w\o/rld. _ ' - remainder of the promise: 127281 9114 Mm% WYNY
Commmm _ “11372 71N YW A5TARY -~ And T will make of you a
a mighty voice which did not stop. In other words, " great nation; I will bless you, and T will make your
the supernatural voice with which HKB"H delivered name great, and you will be a blessing.” As a result,
the commandments at Har Sinai never ceased — it HKB"H will join us each step along the way, insuring our

continues on to this very day. _success.




This ties in @mazingly with a vital lesson the Shelo
HaKadosh teaches us (Parshas Behaaloscho) concerning

the possuk in Bamidbor (9, 18):

The Torah states that Bnei Yisroel journeyed and
encamped in accordance with Hashem's command:;
subsequently, it states that they first encamped and
then journeyed in accordance with Hashem's command.

" The_Shela HaKadosh derives from these pesukim
Z’ghqt_ one should have Hashem in mind and request His
assistance with all on one's endeavors. As one embarks
%on a journey, he should say, "I am going with 6-d's
, help and I plan to rest in a particular place “if it is
Hashem's will." Upon arriving at one's destination, he
should thank and praise Hashem by stating, "With
2 6-d's help T arrived here, and I plan to return at a
certain time, with 6-d's help and if it pleases Him."

1

Following this wonderful advice and having Hashem
in_mind as we begin and conclude every acilv«ty we
undertake — in accordance with the dictum of 8 9y” |
“WM 1 53 WY N — js a fantastic way to connect
with Hashem and to remind Hashem_ as it were, of His
promise to the neshomos preparing to descend to this °
world: “9®I% MWK IR YR — I will guide you dnd
open your eyes to find the correct path in life. ~

W

If we take a moment to consnder‘ the matter it is

the condunt of lufe, hmqes on_man's awnnengss_that
his livelihood and successes depend solely on Hashem.
For, the moment that a person believes that he is
res;onsible and deserves credit for his own success,
he no longer requires this intimate connection with
Hashem, and he becomes detached from the conduit .
of life. In fact, the possuk in parshas Ekev (Devorim 8,
11) strongly admonishes us:

Next, let us appreciate the enlightening words of the
Chasam Sofer in Toras Moshe (Ekev 57b) addressing -
the formula of the berocheh recited after one drinks
water: "Miwbl X3, 05w 151 1pbx A s M3

53 wb1 o2 nrnab nxtaw ma 53 Sy pmem man
QMY N P2 ,N" — Blessed are Thou, Hashem, our
6-d, King of the universe, Who creates humerous living
things with their deficiencies; for all that You have
created with which to sustain the life of every being.
Blessed is He, the life of the worlds.

7\( With this berocheh we express our gratitude to
Hashem for two things — firstly, for the simple fact
that he created us: "mai1 mwba XN2". Secondly,
we, thank Hashem for creating us deliberately with
deficiencies: "1YY0MY”. This insures that we will need
to seek out Hashem to fill our needs and deficiencies:

thus, we are constantly. aware of Hashem's favors and

thank Him on a regular basis for filling our deficiencies.

-

ij This deliberate creation of deficiencies is the more

(" significant of the two matters. For, due to ihgse
deficiencies: "mya%yi 11 2" — we will merit having -
a relationship with HKB"H both in this world and th

" World to Come.’

“To the Land that T Will Show You"
to Justify a Reward for Each Step

Based on what we have just learned, we can now
understand why HKB"H chose not to reveal the
intended destination to Avraham at the beginning
of his journey. Had He provided this information at

_ ¢ the onset, Avraham would not have needed to remain
jfconnet:’ted to Hashem with each and every step in order
to insure that he was headed in the right direction.
Therefore, HKB"H chose to guide Avraham blindly
with the promise: "INIK WK yINT YN — to the

land which I will show you. As a result, he remained .

cgnnected perforce with HKB"H each and every step.

of the journey.
We have also shed some light on the statement
of the Midrash: "9 K9 Mm% XTI WK YINT OX
: b b3 by vaw b by eya pand ot
*% Tonr” — why didn't He reveal to Avraham the
ultimate destination? In order to make it precious in
his eyes and to reward him for each and every step.
By not revealing the land to Avraham, he was forced
to remain connected with Hashem each step along the
way, in order 1o receive constant directions.

S
% Consequently, he deserved to be rewarded for each
and -every step, since he did not take a single step
.—9 without recognizing Hashem's presence and remaining
connected with Hashem. The Torah attests to this .
fact by stating: “71 19N 7217 TWKRD DIAK PN —
so Avram went as he was instructed by Hashem.
He remained connected with Hashem throughout his
Jjotrney, so that Hashem would illuminate his eyes to
ad head in the proper direction.

e

. e

lesson for each and every one of us. We must strive to
remain connected with Hashem throughout our lifelong-
journey. Moreover, whenever we encounter uncertainty
as to which path to choose, we should remember that
HKB"H promised us before we were even born: 9X”
“IRIN WK PINIT — that He would open our eyes, so

that we would know which path to follow.

It is clear as day, therefore, that we must
raise our sights toward Hashem, in order for our
innermost beings to appreciate and grasp His clear ‘
cut instructions. If, however, we forget Hashem, chas -
V'shalom, and mistakenly believe that we control our”
own destinies — espousing the phllosophy of My”

«  “*7yO¥W — it is analogous to one who sgeks guidance
from an expert, but talks to someone_‘e!se rather than
lmg attention, while the expert is trying to guide
him. Under these circumstances, it is qunte clear that

he will stray from the correct path hke a lost sheep.

’
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